
Recruiting Young People into Amateur Radio
              by Bruce Ericksen /KB3OPM, CVARC Youth Advocate

    
  A committee was formed at the August meeting to look into developing a program to recruit young 
people.  I’m coordinating this effort.  However, to successfully grow CVARC a lot of support will be needed 
from as many members as possible.   Your youth training committee will be calling on you for help. Updates 
on the committee's progress will be provided at the each meeting.  

I’ve been asked to share a letter I received from a member of the Jamestown, NY ham club.  He 
explained that his club has been successful in licensing new hams, especially many teens and younger due to 
many reasons.  The following is extracted from his letter to me, and gives the reasons for his club’s success:

 1)      We have a training coordinator who is extremely active in teaching courses for new prospective hams 
in our area.  He has multiple sessions a year.  These courses are of two types:

 Type 1 is a couple of hours each in the evenings for multiple weeks where he gives a very 
detailed course, so that the new prospective hams have sufficient training to pass the Tech exam.  When these 
courses are taught, multiple hams from the club show up to support the trainer and contribute to the course.  
We also attend to demonstrate that the entire local ham community wants them to succeed.   We have sessions 
of about 12-15 students.  

The Type 2 course is called  “Ham in a Day” which is an all day course usually on Saturday 
with a VE session immediately following the course.  In two recent VE exams over 12 people passed with many 
very young people, both male and female.  Typically, young females either get perfect scores or one wrong on 
the exams. The youngest to pass was 9.  These courses have been given in multiple areas of the county, not 
just in Jamestown.  The north county club, plus our local club join forces and act as one. 

2)      The club has a very active VE program head.  He schedules VE for at least once a month, 
always with extra examiners.  He never misses.  As a result we often have hams from Buffalo (70 miles away) 
and Erie (40 miles away) show up for our sessions.  The more distant hams tend to be adults, but we have 
had occasional distant teenagers who came to our sessions with their parents .

3)      Silent Key Fund.  Our club has a silent key fund, to which SK families have donated equipment.  
This equipment is sold, with the proceeds placed in the fund.  

          Substantial donations of cash from club members are made to the fund.  The fund is used as a 
scholarship for teens and others, who the cost of the $14 ARRL VE fee would be a hardship.  The fund is also 
used for educational materials for course enrollees who are in need.

4)      Amateur Radio in this area is a family hobby.  We have families in which father, mother and 
children are hams.  Many husbands and wives are hams.  Many hams bring their children to the club 
meetings. In this area being a ham does not mean only a gray haired male.  Women are very active in our 
area, with the Vice President of the club being female; also our very active Secretary.   

I feel that seeing only gray haired males at a club event means that no active recruitment of the young 
is going on because young people do not identify with old gray haired men.  I have seen mothers with their 
children from our club at hamfests and Dayton, but they were the only females present with children.  We, as 
all clubs need more youth, but my club is much better than I see elsewhere, especially at hamfests.

5)      The club offers a one year free club membership to any new ham from our VE sessions.



6)      The club is very active in the community, therefore seen by the public. Field Day was at Bergman 
Park in Jamestown.    In Warren, PA, they handled communication for the Kinzua Classic Bike Ride on a 
Sunday.  Therefore, again hams were not seen as only gray haired old men.

7)      An active, hard working club president.

8)      No code test should help.

 Our club is still mostly male, with many elderly men, but that is not the only component of the club.  I 
see other clubs, plus the hamfests that I attend and am shocked to see the different make-up than my club.  At 
our local club at 58 I am above average age, but at hamfests and Dayton I am a youngster.   I saw in QST in 
the Harrisburg area a local high school teacher had multiple hams recruited in his class.  I think this is an 
excellent idea.  I was introduced to amateur radio by my English teacher in high school, who headed the high 
school amateur radio club. 
 73 and best wishes to your club.

After reading the above letter I hope you’ll get fired up about CVARC’s campaign to bring our local 
young boys and girls into ham radio.  Please think of ways the club can succeed in this new opportunity.


